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MINUTES OF THE GROSSE POINTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 

17145 MAUMEE AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN ON MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2022.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Tomkowiak, Council Members Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Thomas  

 

In Attendance: City Manager Dame, Attorney Kennedy, City Clerk Arthurs, Finance Director Kleinow, Public

  Safety Director Alcorn, Public Service Director Randazzo, Main Street Director Willcock. 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Stempfle, to excuse Council Member Walsh 
from the meeting for personal reasons. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 
 

The Mayor then led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Council Member Stempfle, second by Council Member Thomas, to approve the Consent Agenda 

consisting of the following: 

 

1. Minutes from the regular Council Meeting held on February 28, 2022. 
 

 2. Invoices 

  a) Partners in Architecture - Buildings, Payment #21, $527,871.78 

          b) Systemp Corporation - City Hall Condenser, February 2022, $75,453.75 

           c) GFL - Recycling, March 2022, $13,440 

           d) Great Lakes Water Authority - Sewage, February 2022, $74,100 

           e) Anderson, Eckstein, & Westrick, Inc. 

              - HMGP Grants, 1/17/22 – 2/13/22, $6,268.63 

              - Lead Water, 1/17/22 – 2/13/22, $13,731.26 

              - Smoke Testing Village Sewers, 1/17/22 – 2/13/22, $9,958.99 

           f) Fildew Hinks - Legal Services, January 2022, $7,706.22 

           g) Canfield Equipment Service - Police Vehicle Equipment, March 2022, $13,197.30 

           h) The Helm Life Center - Senior Center Access, 7/1/21 – 6/30/22, $14,000 

           i) PAATS - Senior & Para Transit Services, 7/1/21 – 6/30/22, $6,000 

           j) Toter - Solid Waste Containers, October 2021, $32,214.20 

           k) 5 Alarm - Fan, March 2022, $6,500 

           l) Schindler Elevator Corporation - Annual Maintenance, 2022, $5,280 

 

 3. Approval of purchase of positive pressure ventilation fan for Public Safety. 

 4. Public Hearing date for single lot assessments set for Monday, April 18 2022. 

 5. Approval of the Special Event Application for Farms-City Little League Softball opening day 

event on April 30, 2022. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

SEWER REPAIR - CHARLEVOIX 

 

Public Service Director Randazzo made the following report: 
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In December 2021, Council awarded Doetsch Industrial Services a contract to clean and televise sewers that 

were noted in a 2007 inspection report to be medium priorities. This contract provided an up-to-date assessment 

of those sewers, since the high priority sewer lines identified in the 2007 report were repaired and/or replaced in 

2013-14.  During the recent work of cleaning and televising the 20-inch sanitary sewer running along Charlevoix 

between University and Lakeland, Doetsch crews encountered a void in the pipe during inspection.  The City 

was immediately notified of the situation and the video inspection was sent to the City Engineer for analysis.  

Based on the condition of the pipe and the approximate 20-foot depth of the pipe, the City Engineer recommends 

a sectional liner be installed in the compromised section of the pipe.   

 

A proposal was submitted by Pipetek Industrial Services, who specializes in sewer rehabilitation, in the amount 

of $11,160.  The proposal amount is comparable to other bid amounts AEW, City Engineer, currently has 

received in other communities for similar projects.  The City has worked with Pipetek before and is pleased with 

their performance.  If selected, Pipetek Industrial Services will be able to begin the project with the week of the 

award.  While this project was not budgeted, sufficient funds are available in the Water & Sewer Utilities Fund. 

 

Motion by Council Member Juip, second by Council Member Thomas, to award the bid of $11,160 to Pipetek 

Industrial Services for the Charlevoix Sewer Repair. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

AGREEMENT – VILLAGE FLOWER BED DESIGN AND BUILD 

 

Main Street Executive Director Willcock made the following report: 

 

Main Street Grosse Pointe has determined a strategic goal of creating a visually appealing and vibrant physical 

environment in The Village and one way this can be accomplished is through enhancements to the landscaping 

in the district.  The addition of new native plant materials and ground cover, as well as moving and transplanting 

some existing plantings to create updated and sustainable planter beds, will require less maintenance and less 

seasonal material to be planted each year. Prior to the Main Street program launching, the City committed funds 

and obtained quotes for redesign of the planter beds on Kercheval Avenue, as well as the St. Clair Plaza areas 

in The Village, but the work was placed on hold to allow Main Street Grosse Pointe to begin implementation of 

the full transformation strategy.  The Main Street Design Committee has just now had the opportunity to review 

and approve the scope of work.  The Beautification Commission supports this initiative too as it allows them to 

refocus their volunteer efforts on the flower pots.  The updated quote was distributed to Council and was 

discussed.  It was noted that multiple bids were not sought as it is a design build service contract for services 

and installation.  It was requested that staff inquire about plant material warranties. 

 

Motion by Council Member Fries, second by Council Member Stempfle, to authorize a landscape design and 

building proposal for redesign of the Kercheval Avenue and St. Clair Plaza planter beds and allow the Main 

Street Executive Director to execute an agreement in an amount not to exceed $25,000. 

 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED. 

 

The City Council convened as the Planning Commission. 

 

MASTER PLAN PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT REPORT PRESENTATION 

 

City Planner Jackson presented the public engagement report which describes the efforts undertaken by the 

City of Grosse Pointe to involve citizens and stakeholders in the Master Plan update process.  The City has 

sought public input on various aspects of the Plan such as community character, quality of life, business 

development, housing needs and activation of public spaces.  Mr. Jackson gave an overview of the process 

including the launch of a website to share notices, documents, survey and other resources. 
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It was noted that there were high levels of participation and several key themes resulted.  The overview included 

and described changing population trends and the economy, housing opportunities and infrastructure and public 

services.  The process was reviewed including the project kickoff, website launch, interviews and the Master 

Plan public workshop held in February 2022.  The results and feedback were discussed.  It was noted that the 

online feedback was robust.  Commission discussion took place regarding the report. 

 

RECEIVE AND FILE. 

 

DISCUSSION – ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 

 

City Planner Jackson reviewed his memorandum regarding Accessory Dwelling Units.  This issue came up as 

part of the Master Plan public engagement session.  Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU’s) are coach houses, 

accessory apartments or “granny-flats” which are small, independent residential dwelling units located on the 

same lot as a stand-alone single-family home.  With more people working from home, multi-generational living 

arrangements, and an aging population, appropriate regulations for the provision of ADUs could allow Grosse 

Pointe to offer alternative housing opportunities, attract young professionals and families and support aging in 

place.  Mr. Jackson provided an overview of the topic, feasibility for Grosse Pointe and regulatory options.  

Council discussion took place regarding neighborhood character, property maintenance and occupancy. 

 

RECEIVE AND FILE. 

 

The Planning Commission reconvened as the City Council. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Lewis Gazoul, 807 Washington, expressed concern about Accessory Dwelling Units disrupting a single-family 

neighborhood and asked if they would be allowed to be a rental unit. 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

Recreation Coordinator Jenzen reported that emergency response forms for park passes are going out to 

residents and that the Spring Egg Hunt will be held on April 10 at Neff Park.  City Manager Dame reported that 

the Board of Review was in session today and tomorrow, and that assessment appeals are low this year. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENT 

 

The City Council commented on the following topics: 

 

• Master Plan Workshop was a great event and appreciation was expressed to the City Planner for 

the attention to detail and including families and children in the input options. 

• Looking forward to Main Street events in The Village and appreciation was expressed to the 

Director for her work on the Village. 

• Anticipation for a potential project at the former Sunrise site. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion by Council Member Parthum, second by Council Member Stempfle, to go into closed session for ongoing 

collective bargaining. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes:  Fries, Juip, Parthum, Stempfle, Thomas, Mayor Tomkowiak 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Walsh 
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MOTION PASSES. 

 

The Council met in closed session from 7:46 p.m. to 8:25 p.m.  The City Council reconvened in open session 

at 8:25 p.m.  There was no further action taken by Council. 

 

On Motion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

 Julie E. Arthurs, City Clerk 

 City of Grosse Pointe 


